
St. Matthews Fire Protection District 
 

1953 — 1954 
 

 

This is one of many sections that contain information, documents, letters, newspaper 
articles, pictures, etc. of the St. Matthews Fire Protection District.  They have been 
collected and arranged in chronological order.  These items were collected, orga-
nized and entered into a computerized database by Al Ring. Last revised in 2023. 
 
There were many people who helped with this project over the years, however 3 de-
server special mention.  Rick Albers, John M. Monohan, Jr. and Jack Monohan. 
 
 
All graphics have been improved to make the resolution as good as possible, but the 
reader should remember that many came from copies of old newspaper articles.  
This also applies to other items such as documents, letters, etc.  Credit to the source 
of the documents, photos, etc. is provided whenever it was available.  We realize that 
many items are not identified and regret that we weren’t able to provide this infor-
mation.  As far as the newspaper articles that are not identified, 99% of them would 
have to be from one of three possible sources.  The Courier-Journal, The Louisville 
Times or one of the Voice publications. 
 
Please use this information as a reference tool only.  If the reader uses any of the in-
formation for any purpose other than a reference tool, they should get permission 
from the source.   



1953 
Courtesy Kyle Brown, Okolona Fire District:                    Black Mud Fire  Department Started 
 
Merged with Okolona 2004 
 

1953 to 1954 

1950s 

1950s unknown 

March 13, 1953, The Jeffersonian: 



1953 
Dixie Suburban Fire  Department Started 
 
April 3, 1953, The Jeffersonian:                                 Courtesy Chief Tim Robbins— 
 

 
 



1953 
 

Eastwood Fire  Department started: 
 

Courtesy—http://www.eastwoodfire.com/aboutus.html    (2010) 
 
The Eastwood Fire Protection District is a combination career/volunteer fire department located in far eastern Jefferson 
County.  We are made up of 44 firefighters.  We cover the Eastwood community, as well as Fisherville and the Long Run 
Fire District.  We staff 2 stations 24 hours a day, 7 days a week, 365 days a year with career firefighters.  These personnel 
are all medically trained as well, and respond with Louisville Metro Emergency Medical Services, and Shelby County Emer-
gency Medical Services for medical calls within the district.  We operate off of unit dispatching, which allows MetroSafe to 
dispatch the true closest unit to an emergency. 
 
 
 

Eastwood Volunteer Fire Department 
 
The Eastwood Volunteer Fire Department was organized in 1953 by a group of local businessmen.  This group, headed by G. 
A. Bryant, included G. C. Cates, J. Orrell, H. L. Davenport, Wm. Goatley and J. L. Kurtz. 
 
The fires fire truck purchased was a 1953 Ford equipped with a water pump built by LaVeine Pump Company.  This truck 
was delivered in January 1954 and was kept in the garage of H. L. Davenport until a fire house could be built. 
 
The first firefighters were:  James Orrell-Chief, H. L. Davenport-Assistant Chief, G. A. Bryant, W. M. Capito, Roy Smith, H. 
R. Stout, Albert Bradshaw, Wayne Evans, Luther Aaron, Stewart Baker, Ralph Tingle, Roy Sturgeon, Jack Hedges, Force 
O’Bryan, Lewis Evans. 
 
In 1955 Roy Smith was elected Chief due to the death of James Orrell.  Roy Smith served in this capacity for the next five 
years. 
 
In 1956 G. A. Bryant donated a plot of ground on U. S. 60 at Eastwood cut-off for Eastwood’s first fire house to be built 
there.  B. M. Evans built the fire house that same year for the sum of $3,289.10.  Roy Smith donated his time and labor to 
wire the building for electricity. 
 
In 1956 Eastwood Fire Department became part of Central Alarm.  Under this system one telephone number was published 
for several different areas of the county.  When an alarm was turned into Central Alarm, they notified the appropriate fire 
department.  This was accomplished by Central Alarm calling on of six firemen in Eastwood’s Department on private phones 
which were installed in their homes.  Anyone of these firemen could set off the fire house siren directly from his home sum-
moning other firemen. 
 
R. M. McMakin was elected chief in 1960.  This was the same year Eastwood purchased their second fire truck.  E-2, which 
the second truck was labeled, was a 1960 Ford with four wheel drive and a water pump built by Howe Pump Company. 
 
Up until 1961 Eastwood’s financial assistance relied totally on fire dues, which on a voluntary basis.  In 1961 Eastwood 
formed a fire district and fire dues were then paid along with county taxes by all property owners in the district.   
 
T. H. Stone was elected fire Chief in 1963 and served for three years. 
 
In 1966 Luther Aaron was elected Chief.  Also in this year Eastwood changed its’ alarm notification system from Central 
Alarm to County alarm.  Six home monitor radios were purchased to replace the telephone notification system, which had 
been previously used.  Six additional home monitor radios were purchased the next year.  Eastwood’s third truck was pur-
chased in 1968, a 1948 GMC tank truck with 6 wheel drive and an 800 gallon capacity.  This truck was acquired from Camp 
Taylor Fire Department and is intended for use as a water supply and to fight field fires.  In 1970 Joe Bowman built a 1050 
gallon capacity tank for this truck for the sum of $310.00. 
 
On December 20, 1972, Eastwood received delivery on their biggest and newest pumper truck.  It was a 1973 Ford with 
pump built by Boyer Mfg. Co. 
 
Wayne Evans was elected Chief in 1973. 
 
In 1974 the Department purchased 85 feet of road frontage adjoining the west side of its’ present fire house.  This property 
was bought for expansion of the fire house. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

January 5, 1953, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
January 6, 1953,  
Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



1953 
 

January 8, 1953:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 8 1953, Letter: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

January 8, 1953:  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

January 15, 1953.  
The Voice Of St. 
Matthews: 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

January 8, 1953:  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 



1953 
 

January 24, 1953, The Courier-Journal            Member of first board of directors 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 January 25, 1953, The Courier-Journal   

 February 4, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 



1953 

January 19, 24, 1953, Fire Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 4, 22, 1953, Fire Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

February 5, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 



1953 
 

February 13, 1953, The Jeffersonian:  Unknown Date, 1953.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 16, 1953, Letter: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 



1953 
 
February 17, 1953, Letter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 18, 1953, Letter: 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

February 19, 1953, Board meeting: 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 



1953 
 
February 22, 1953:  Seven year old Eleanor Abell died of suffocation from smoke in her room over 
the breezeway in her home on Overlook Rd. in Mockingbird Valley.  A later Courier-Journal article 
suggested that the Louisville Fire Department had to borrow air masks from St. Matthews Fire De-
partment at the scene of the fire.  Louisville Battalion Chief Browning denied this. (NOTE:  Louis-
ville Fire Department had self-contained breathing apparatus. 
 

Overbook Pictures 
 
February 26, 1953:   
The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 



1953 
 

February 23, 1953, The Courier-Journal:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 



1953 
 

February 23, 1953, The Courier-Journal:             Unknown dates 
 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



1953 
 

Courtesy The Louisville Times, February 23, 1953: 
 

 

 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1953 
 

Courtesy The Louisville Times, February 23, 1953: 

 

 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 

February & March:  Note:  After this incident, many residents 
of the Mockingbird Valley area sent in checks and tried to join 
the St. Matthews fire protection area.  However, all checks 
were returned to the residents. 

 



1953 
 

February 24, 1953:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
March 4, 1953:  The Courier-Journal:  Browning Says Firemen Used 
Own Masks.  Battalion Chief Denies Borrowing Equipment.  Louis-
ville firemen who fought a fire in Mockingbird Valley last week did 
not have to borrow gas masks from the St. Matthews Volunteer Fire 
Department, Battalion Chief Chester Browning said yesterday. 
 
W. T. Embry, 2735 Brownsboro Road, complained at Monday’s City 
Hall beef session that the first Louisville firefighters to arrive had to 
use masks furnished by the St. Matthews department.  The firemen 
were members of Engine Company 21, and Embry complained that 
none of the Louisville department’s engine companies are equipped 
with masks. 
 
Quad Companies Have Masks:  Browning and Safety Director James 
E. Thornberry agreed the engine companies are not equipped with 
masks.  But they explained that every residential fire alarm is an-
swered by both an engine company and a quad company, and the lat-
ter is equipped with masks. 
 
The masks used at the fire in the Mockingbird Valley home of Dr. 
and Mrs. Irvin Abell, Jr., “were our own equipment,” Browning said.  
“And our gas masks were in service before the arrival of the St. Mat-
thews department.”  A daughter of the Abells, Eleanor, 7, died in the 
fire. 
 



1953 
 

March 2, 1953, U of L Digital Collection, Carousel Corp. Ext. photos of Pryor's Restaurant on 
Shelbyville Road by Royal Photo Co.   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
March 3, 1953, The Courier-Journal:   March 10, 1953, The Courier-Journal:  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

March 12, 1953:  The Voice of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 

  



1953 
 

March 12, 1953:  Board meeting: 
 

 
March 19, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthew 
 



1953 
 

March 19, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



1953 
 

March 27, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

March 30, 1953:  Letters: 

April 2, 1953:  The Voice Of St. Mat-
thews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

April 2, 1953, Fire Report  April 3, 1953:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

April 9, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

April 24, 1953, Letter:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

April 16, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1953 
 

April 25, 1953, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 29, 1953, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

April 30, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

May 5, 1953. Letter:   
 

 

 
 
 
 



1953 
 

May 1, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

May 7, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 



1953 
 

May 7, 1953, The Courier-Journal 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

May 8, 1953, The Jeffersonian:                                    May 14, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



1953 
 

May 14, 1953:  Board meeting:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

May 20& 27, 1953, Letters:   
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

May 28, 1953, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
May 28, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1953 
 

May 31, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

June 4, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 

June 6, 1953:   
 
 

  



1953 
 

June 7, 1953:  Participated in first Little League Parade.  June 4, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1953 
 

June 7, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1953 
 

June 11, 1953, Letter:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

June 11, 1953:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .003,  Looking easterly along U. S. 60 
through the main part of St. Matthews from its intersection with Breckenridge Lane. 
 

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Bob Colglazier’s Ranch House, 
1953, Popular in the 1940’s.  Planning and Zoning Commission Case ZV 77-53U, Jefferson County Historic Preserva-
tion and Archives. 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Frankfort Avenue at intersection 
of Lexington Road, 1953, 94.17 .002, University of Louisville Photographic Archives.   
 
 

 

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Seiderman residence and out-
buildings on northwest corner of Thierman lane and Shelbyville Road, 1953, 94.17 .019, University of Louisville Pho-
tographic Archives.   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .004,  Shelbyville Road from Trinity 
Elementary to Thierman Lane, 1953 
 

Courtesy St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, Thurston Cooke Ford and Gil 
Mueller Auto Service in 1953. ZV 120-53U. Jefferson County Preservation And Archives. 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .005,  Looking eastwardly along U.S. 
60 from Used Car Lot just west of Ridgeway, 1953 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .006,  Looking eastwardly along U.S. 
60 from Ridgeway Avenue intersection, 1953 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .007,  Looking northeasterly along 
U.S. 60, that’s Greathouse School on far left, future Thornbury Toys and Sears area, 1953 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .008,  Looking northeastwardly 
along U.S. 60 at the Seiderrman residence and future Sears property, 1953 
 
 
 

 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .009,  Looking northeasterly along 
U.S. 60, at the Seiderrman residence and future Sears property, 1953 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .008,  Looking eastwardly along U.S. 
60 across the front of the Petot, now Christian Science Church property, 1953 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .011,  Looking northeasterly along 
U.S. 60, toward Richlawn sign, 1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .008,  Looking eastwardly along U.S. 
60 from west entrance to Richlawn, 1953 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .013,  Looking southeasterly along 
U.S. 60, from intersection of Hubbard's Lane with U. S. 60, 1953 

Courtesy Ekstrom Library, University of Louisville, 1994.17 .001,  Looking westwardly along Lex-
ington Road from Wallace avenue and Lexington Road, 1953 
 
 
 



1953 
 

June 18, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

June 15, 16, 16, 1953, Fire Reports 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

June 19, 1953, The Jeffersonian:  Future STMFD firefighter. 
 

RAPP—WEIXLER 
 

At 11 a.m. Saturday, the wedding of Mrs. Norma Jean Rapp, 
daughter of Mr. and Mrs. Edmund Charles Rapp, and Mr. 
James Anthony Weixler, son of Mrs. Alma Weixler, will be 
solemnized in Holy Trinity Church.  The Rev. Bertrand J. 
Rapp, uncle of the bride, will be deacon at a solemn high mass 
and the Rev. Henry J. Vesiels, deacon.   
 

A group of students of St. Mary’s Seminary will sing the mass 
in the Gregorian chant.  
 

Given in marriage by her father, the bride will wear a gown 
designed with fitted bodice and protract neckline of Tudor 
rose lace with matching panels down the front and back of the 
crystal pleated tulle shirt set in three deep tiers.  Her veil of 
illusion falls from a cap of tulle and lace.  She will carry white 
roses centered with blue lipped white orchids.  
 
Miss Collista Ann Rapp will be her sister's maid of honor and 
bridesmaids are Miss Janice Rapp, another sister, and Miss 
Charlotte Word.  Miss Dona Sue app, also a sister, is to be 
flower girl. 
 

The bridal attendants will wear dresses of a Nile green taffeta 
with overskirts of white embroidered net with pleated ruffles 
at the bottom.  They wear white caps, mitts and slippers and 
carry white baskets filled with daisies.  
 

Mr. John Weixler will serve as his brother’s best man and 
ushers are Messrs. Philmar Reinhart and William Coyne. 
 

The wedding breakfast will be served at Kaphammer’s Party 
House and a reception from 2 to 5 p.m. will be held in the 
Knights of Columbus Hall. 
 

After a trip through the South, Mr. Weixler and his bride will 
live at 4215 West Broadway, Louisville.  
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

June 25, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  June 25, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

June 25, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

 



1953 
 

July 8, 1953:  Annual Board meeting:                           July 9, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

July 9, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 
 
July 10, 1953, The Courier-Journal: 
 
 
 
 
 

STMFD firefighter 



1953 
 
July 16, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 

July 15, 1953, The Courier-Journal 



1953 
 

July 16, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 

July 23, 1953, The 
Voice Of St. Matthews: 



1953 
 

July 30, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

August 13, 1953: Board meeting:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

August 27, 1953, The Voice of St. Matthews: 

September 3, 1953, Fire Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 

September 3, 1953, The Louisville Times: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 3, 1953:  Unknown newspaper, 3 Men Burned as Blast And Fire Destroy Boat:  Three 
men were burned painfully this morning in an explosion and fire that destroyed a 32-foot cabin 
cruiser at its dock in the Pastime Boat Club harbor, 3015 Upper River Road. 
 
Treated at General Hospital were Tarlton Lawson, 51, 1618 Cherokee Road, owner of the gasoline
-powered Kentucky Belle; Nicholas Hallcroft, 46, Camp, and Anthony L. Karcher, 47, 1131 Audu-
bon Parkway. 
 
The fourth member of the early-morning fishing party, Charles Penick, 39, 1804 Bonnycastle, es-
caped injury and dove his companions to the hospital.   
 
Lawson, secretary-treasurer of the Breaux Ballard Company, automobile dealers at 1154 W. 
Broadway, told County police that the craft exploded when he touched the starter.  As flames 
spread through the hull he and Hallcroft jumped into the river and the other men scrambled onto 
the dock. 
 
The boat was a complete loss.  I was valued at $8,000 to $10,000.  Flames were extinguished by the 
Harrods Creek and St. Matthews Fire departments. 
 
The 6:15 a.m. explosion 
was seen by William 
Carl, 26, Arctic Spring, 
Ind., just across the Ohio 
River from the boat har-
bor.  He said he saw “a 
big orange puff of 
smoke” and then the 
flames. 
 
He and a next-door 
neighbor, Joseph Hiller-
ich, 23, crossed the river 
in a motor boat and 
helped boat harbor night 
watchman E ______ rest 
of article missing about 3 
lines. 
 
 



1953 
 

September 3, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

Edited 



1953 
 

Courtesy Betsy Stanis, Holy Trinity Church, September 6, 1953:     125 Anniversary booklet   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



 1953 
 

September 10, 1953:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 17, 1953:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

Future STMFD Firefighter 



1953 
 

September 21, 1953, Letter:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 24, 1953, The 
Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 
 

September 24, 1953, The Courier-Journalrest of article missing 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 



1953 
September 25, 1953, The Courier-Journal      September 24, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

September 25, 1953:  Power Transformers exploded at the LG&E site at Breckinridge Lane near 
where the Watterson Expressway is now.  Fire departments from Jeffersontown, St. Matthews, 
Lyndon, Buechel and Louisville fought the blaze.                                                                 

  September 25, 1953, The Jeffersonian:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

October 1, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1953 
October 4, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1953 
 

October 8, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

October 8, 1953:   
Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 



1953 
 

October 12, 1953, Letters: 

 
October 15 & 16, 1953, Bill & Letter: 
 
 

 

 
 

 



1953 

October 9, 14, 1953, Fire Reports 
 

 
 

 



1953 

October 15, 1953, The Courier-Journal 

 
 

 



1953 
 

October 15, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 

Wife of STMFD Board Member 



1953 

October 15, 1953, The Courier-Journal        rest of article missing 
 
 
 



1953 

 
October 19, 1953, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
October 25, 1953, Letter:  4039 Ormond 
Road, St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Depart-
ment, St. Matthews, Ky., Gentlemen: 
This is a word of admiration and thanks for 
your quick action in answering a call made by 
you yesterday. 
Your skill, and amazingly prompt arrival, 
should be a source of pride for the whole com-
munity.  This happened to be only a ground 
fire – but one that without quick control 
would have jumped to trees and threatened 
thousands of dollars worth of property – not 
to say lives in Bonnie Woods. 
The fact that you are so efficient is a worry-
relieving blessing to many mothers in our ar-
ea. 
Congratulations – and Thanks again, Stephen 
J. Flanagan 



1953 

 
October 21, 1953, The Courier-Journal:  EDITED October 27, 1953, The Courier-Journal:   

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1953 
 

October 26, 1953, Letter:               
 
October 26, 1953, Fire Report 
 

 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1953 
 

November 4, 1953, Let-
ter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 5, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 



1953 

November 12, 1953:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
(Plans called for supplying each fire fighter with a radio receiver (monitor) for his home.  Alarms 
at this time were telephoned in to the St. Matthews Cab Company and the operator there will turn 
in the alarm to the department.)   
 
(Note:  When I joined the department in 1964 the department still did not have enough monitors 
for every firefighter.  When a new member joined, the volunteer “house wives” agreed to call the 
firefighters at their home 24 hours a day to give them the alarm.  Eventually by about 1966 all 
firefighters received monitors.  Mrs. Harvey Schultz was the person who called me and she got the 
call through before the siren sounded.) 



1953 

November 17, 19, 1953, Fire Reports 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
November 18, 1953, The Courier-Journal 
 
 



1953 
 

November 12, & December 1, 1953:                                                                   November 19, 1953,  
          The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1953 
 

December 1, 1953:  State paid Department for fire run to Central State Hospital. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 3, 1953:   



1953 
 

December 1, 2, 1953,Fire Reports 

December 5, 7, 14, Fire Reports 



1953 
December 2, 1953, The Courier-Journal;  



1953 
 
December 8, 1953: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
December 3, 1953, The Courier-Journal: 



1953 
December 6, 1953, The Courier-Journal:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
   
   
  December 
10, 1953:  Board meet-
ing:   



1953 
December 10, 1953, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 14 & 16, 1953, Letters: 



1953 
 

December 11, 1953, The Jeffersonian:   Do not know if STMFD made this run. 
 
 

 1953Letter Head 

 

 



1953 
 

December 22, 1953, The Courier-Journal:   December 23, 1953, The Courier-Journal: 



1953 

December 24, 1953, The Courier-Journal   



 

Board Of Directors 
 
Fred C. Boss  
Marty A. Kamer 
George E. Miller 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
Louis H. Schweitzer 
James “JP” Terry 
William Leland Wilson 
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder 
 
 
 

Officers 
Chief John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt 
Captain Marty A. Kamer 
Captain James “JP” Terry 
Captain George R. Westwood 
Lieutenant John V. Kaster 
Lieutenant R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr. 
Lieutenant Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder 

Firefighters 
C. Fred Baringer 
John A. Beierle 
Pete Blackwell 
Morris “Jughead” Blake 
Raymond Crabtree 
Paul L. Dawson 
Jim Engles 
Denny Engnehl 
William Eskridge 
Ed Foley 
“PJ” Grimes, Jr. 
W. Rich Herdt 
Rudy E. Kaster 
Joseph L. “Joe” Kempf 
James B. Lentz, 6 months 
Henry L. McCoy 
William E. “Bill” Medina 
Welles P. Meyer 
W. “Tommy” Miller 
John M. “Jack” Monohan, 

1953 
 

Jim L. O’Neal 
Phillip R. Resch 
J. C. Reed 
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson 
John B. “Bailey” Ross 
Paul B. Sauer 
George J. Stoll, Jr. 
John K. Kint Tully 
Robert P. Wathen 
Walter L. Wernert 
John F. Westerman 
Raymond K. “Ray” Wilson 



1954 
January 7, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
Article from January 14, 
forming fire department 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
January 7, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1954 
January 14, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

January 17, 1954, The Courier-Journal:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
January 18, 1954:   

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 



1954 
January 19, 1954, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
January 19, 1954, The Courier-Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
January 21, 1954:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
January 28, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
February 7, 1954:  The Courier-Journal.  We had sold Lake Dreamland our 1921 Model T. Ford. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
February 10, 1954:  Board meeting:   
 

 
 



1954 
February 11, 1954, The Courier—Journal 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
February 11, 1954, Letter: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

 
 
 
 

 

February 18, 1954, The Voice Of St. 
Matthews: 



1954 
February 18, 1954, The Courier-Journal:                               February 25, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
February 23, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:    
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1954 
 

February 18, 1954, The Courier-Journal:                               February 25, 1954 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

February 23, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:    

March 1, 1954, Letter: 



1954 
March 11, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
March 11, 1954:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
March 11, 1954:  The new radio equipment was installed on the fire apparatus. Many fire 
monitors were installed, we made our first fire run with radios, started the truck numbering 
system and bought a fire hydrant for the front of the station.   
 
 



1954 
March 12, 1954, The Courier-Journal:  

 
 

 
 
 



1954 
March 16, 1954, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
March 18, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matth 

 
 
 
 
The department started numbering the fire apparatus: 
 S1 1947 Seagrave 750 GPM pumper 
 S2 1931 Seagrave 500 GPM pumper (Betsy) 
 S3  1941 Ford-Seagrave 500 GPM pumper 
 S4 1954 Seagrave 750 GPM quad 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
March 23, 1954, Letter: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
April 1, 1954:  The Voice  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 



1954 
April 8, 1954:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 8, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:    
 

 



1954 
April 16, 1954:   S1 involved in accident at U.S. 60 and St. Matthews Avenue.  8:00 a.m.  A Lima 
Foster failed to give right of way to emergency vehicle (S1) driven by Joseph Kemp.  Left front 
fender was damaged on S1 and the engine was drivable.  A Isabelle Wetzelberger injured her right 
arm in the accident and Firefighter Mel Zehnder was a witness to the accident. 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
April 22, 1954 Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
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April 22, 1954 Courtesy The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
April 26, 1954:  The department was in a parade with Engine 3 with Dick Wheeler in charge at 
Lake Dreamland Fire Department on Cane Run Road. 
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May 8, 1954, Letter: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Courtesy, http://www.hansenpaintmetal.com/ 
 
A.L. Hansen Paint & Metal Shop, Inc.                Established 1908 by A. L. (Ollie) Hansen 
 
At the turn of the century, Mr. Hansen was painting houses, picket fences, buggies and whatever 
else needed painting. The automotive industries started rolling, in which Mr. Hansen had foreseen 
the consumer's need for automotive care. He established his company in 1908; located in St. 
Matthews, Kentucky, where it became a complete success. An employee, James (Jim) Brangers 
(STMFD firefighter) , and William F. Datwyler purchased the company from Mr. Hansen upon 
his retirement in 1955. Mr. Hansen sold the property in St. Matthews to Bacon's Department 
store; then, in 1956, Mr. Brangers and Mr. Datwyler purchased property at 2620 West Chestnut 
St in Downtown Louisville and relocated the business where it resides today. In 1977, Mr. 
Brangers and Mr Datwyler retired. They sold the business to Mr. Brangers' son, James (Jim) J. 
Brangers Sr. He operates the business with the help of his wife Marcella; daughter, Wanda; son, 
Joe, and a fine group of fine professional men. In 1998, the property next door was purchased for 
office use. 
  
At Hansen's we repair all types of body damage. We have the facilities to repair and paint any 
type of vehicle, from the smallest automobiles to the largest trucks. We major in commercial 
vehicles and we have the technicians it takes to turn out quality workmanship. 
 
A. L. Hansen Paint and Metal Shop, Inc. 
2612 West Chestnut St 
Louisville, KY 40211 
Phone: 502.774.2947 
Fax: 502.774.8952 
Open 7:30 am-4:30 pm M-F 
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May 10 & 12, 1954, Letters: 
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May 13, 1954:  Board meeting:   
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May 17, 1954:              License 
 

 
May 17 & 19, 1954, Letters: 
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May 21 & 22, 1954:               
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June 10, 1954:  Board meeting:   
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June 18 & 29, 1954, Letters:             
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June 27, 1954, The Courier-Journal 
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June 27, 1954, The Courier-Journal 
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June 1954, —————January 9, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: —-History 
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June 1954, —————January 9, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: —-History 
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June 1954, —————January 9 & 16, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: —-History 
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June 1954, —————January 9 & 16, 1964, The Voice Of St. Matthews: —-History 
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July 4, 1954, The Courier-Journal: 
 

Volunteer Firemen Save Jefferson Money 
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July 4, 1954, The Courier-Journal:   
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July 4, 1954:  Special Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
July 12, 1954:  Special Board 
meeting 
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July 7, 1954, The Courier-Journal                 St. Matthews forms police department  
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July 14, 1954:  Annual Board meeting:   
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July 15, 1954:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:    All these articles may be seen on my Waggener High/
St. Matthews site in their entirety.  http://ringbrothershistory.com/alsprojects/alsprojects.htm 
I wanted you to see the front page and our first fire house. 



1954 
July 15, 1954:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:    All these articles may be seen on my Waggener High/
St. Matthews site in their entirety.  http://ringbrothershistory.com/alsprojects/alsprojects.htm 
I wanted you to see the front page and our first fire house. 
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July 15, 1954:  The Voice Of St. Matthews:     
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July 15, 195, The Courier-Journal    
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July 1954:  The Chief, J. P. Terry, Jack Monohan, Dick Wheeler and John Kaster went to 
Columbus, Ohio to the Seagrave plant. 
 
July 22, 1954:  The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

July 30, 1954, The Courier-
Journal 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
July 27, 1954, The Courier-Journal:  

July 28, 1954, The Courier-
Journal:  
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July 27, 1954:  Volunteers Fight Fire After Police Call Twice.  It took several calls to get brush 
fires in the Mellwood Avenue area put out yesterday and early today. 
 
The St. Matthews Volunteer Fire 
Department put out the blazes at 
5:45 p.m. and 4:10 a.m. although 
the fires were outside the 
departments jurisdiction.  The 
volunteers responded on the 
second call from the County 
Police each time. 
 
In the earlier blaze, police had 
called the Harrods Creek 
Volunteer Fire Department and 
the Louisville Fire Department 
before calling St. Matthews a 
second time.  Police said Harrods 
Creek declined to answer the 
alarm because the area is outside 
its district and Louisville refused 
because its outside the city. 
 
Policy Explained:  Volunteer 
departments traditionally are 
reluctant to leave their own areas 
unguarded to fight minor fires 
outside the districts set for them 
by the Kentucky Fire Inspection 
Bureau, an agency which 
establishes fire insurance rates. 
 
Louisville’s policy is not to 
respond on the first call on 
private property in the county, 
said City Fire Chief John 
Krusenklaus.  However, the City 
and volunteer departments will 
respond when additional fire 
equipment is needed to fight 
serious fires. 
 
St. Matthews Volunteer firemen 
said when the first call came in 
yesterday one of their trucks was 
on another run.  They answered 
the alarm for the brush fire after 
that truck returned to its station 
and went back to the same area a 
third time the next day. 
 
 
July 28, 1954:   
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July 30, 1954, The Courier-Journal:   
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July 29, 1954:                                      
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 12, 1954, 
  Board meeting:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
August 13, 1954, The Courier-
Journal:   

  

August 5, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
St. Matthews’ Oldest Car Dealer Sells Out To 
Caudill Chevrolet, Tony Eline Had first Ford 
Agency in County in 1913, Built 500 Homes  
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August 3, 1954, The Courier-Journal:   
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August 12, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

August 19, 1954, 
Letter 
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September 2, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 9, 1954:  Board meeting:   
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
September 11, 1954, The Courier-
Journal 
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September 16, 1954, The Voice OF St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Report from John K. “Kint” Tully:  September 15, 
1954, Murphy Lane & Westport Road: You have a 
picture of me on a ladder during a fire on Brownsboro 
Road as we assisted Worthington.  As I recall, shortly 
after that picture, the structure caved in, and I fell into 
the middle of what I thought was a garage.  
Fortunately, I was not hurt but my buddies had a great 
laugh as I made it out from the rubble.  I guess my most 
difficult fire was a fatality at a fire in Rolling Hills. 
 
September 15, 1954:  St. Matthews Fire Department 
responded to a house fire at the corner of Murphy Lane 
and Brownsboro Road in Worthington Fire 
Department’s area.  The alarm was received at 10:00 PM and Engines 1 & 2 responded with Mel 
Zehnder and Capt. J. V. Kaster in charge.  They returned at 11:25 PM.  Kint Tully is on ladder, 
firefighters with hose line are Denny Engnehl and Bailey Ross. 
 
 
 



1954 
September 19, 1954:  There was a very bad lightning storm which caused two fires.  It was Sunday 
night and the department fought a house fire at 205 Exchange at a house owned by Mr. Shaffner 
and 40 minutes later the department was called to 3913 Hillsboro Road to Mr. Operin’s house.  
Shaffners house lost 4 bedrooms and furniture, $20.000.  The Operin house’s second floor and 
study ruined, $15,000.  Many businesses and roads were flooded. 
 
September 23, 1954, The Voice OF St. Matthews: 
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September 30, 1954, The Voice OF St. Matthews: 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 1954:  The department hired Captain V. A. Beam.  Formerly of the 
Louisville Fire Department, he worked on the training for firefighters and 
took care of the office during the day when the supply of man power was not 
very high.  He also served as spokesman for the department with the news 
media.   
 
 
 
Training fire in 1954:                                     
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October 7, 1954: 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Middle Row:  Phil Schneider, Billy Smith, Dan Sullivan, Jr., John V. Kaster, Denny Engnehl, Bob Brenzel, Melvin 
Schrode 

Top Row:  Bill Medina, Jim Wexler, Wells Meyer, J. P. Terry, Pop Wrivers, Mell Zehnder, John Monohan, Jr., 
Dick Wheeler, Jack Monohan, Ed Foley, Marty Kamer, Joe Kempf 
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October 14, 1954, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
October 14, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews 
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October 14, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews 
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October 14, 1954:  Board meeting:   
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October 14, 1954, The Courier-Journal 
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1954:  Unknown Newspaper article:  Brush Fire Spreads Over Large section.  Concerted efforts of 
members of five volunteer fire departments were credited with preventing a blaze from spreading 
to homes and outbuildings in the Tucker Station area last Friday afternoon. 
 
The blaze of undetermined origin was confined to an area between two and two and a half miles 
along the Southern Railway right-of-way, east of Jeffersontown.  Firemen fought the blaze from 
1:40 to 4 p.m. 
 
Engines from the Jeffersontown, Middletown, Buechel, Fern Creek and St. Matthews 
Departments responded to the call. 
 
Field fire in Broadfields: 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NOTE:  Ken Reising former STMFD firefighter —I was there as a kid when this fire occurred. I 
believe I was coming home form caddying a Big Springs golf course. I would park my bike behind 
the house on Hillsborro Rd., at the end of Macon avenue and cut through the field and across the 
creek to get to the golf course. I also spent a many a hour in this field and at the creek as a boy 
against my mothers wishes.  I believe the pictures are from the 8-14-57 run because this is the fire I 
was at, and the trees have leaves on them whereas they would still be bare in early March. I also 
remember that S-2 had been pulled south down a dirt road at the west edge of C.C. Moore's cattle 
farm, which is where S-2 is located in the picture. S-2 is on the road that separated the cattle farm 
form the field. (Look at the shadows of the firefighters in the picture with S-2 in it, the sun is in the 
western sky casting late afternoon shadows). 
3-3-57 155pm southwest of Broardfield Subdivision S-1, S-2, S-3 (old Ford)    These runs from 
STMFD Run book 
8-14-57 300pm S. of Hillsboro off of Breckenridge ln. 

The Ford, S3-Henry Monohan on left side 

Philip “Leaky” Schneider (no coat, William E. “Bill” 
Medina (in coat)  

William E. “Bill” Medina (in coat with hose, left), 
Jim Engles, Randy Robinson, Rich Herdt on back of 

apparatus. 

Betsey, S2-John Kaster running, Mel Zehnder  
in coat 
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Courtesy, St. Matthews The Crossroads of Beargrass, 1999, by Samuel W. Thomas, The temporary 
structure was positioned to the left (East) of the structure being demolished to make way for the 
new branch delineated on the sing in between.  1954, Caufield & Shook collection. 284831, 
University of Louisville Photographic Archives.   
 

October 23, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

1954, STMFD photo, P. M. Wheeler 
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Courtesy of Bluegrass-St. Matthews Historical Society:  Later became Jim Booher Chevrolet, 
December 1954——-Looking east on Shelbyville Road, August, 1954—-East Drive In & Ranch 
House, Icons of our youth, July, 1954 
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October 26, 1954, Courtesy Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives, The Voice of St. Matthews 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
October 28, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:  
 
 

 
Future 
STMFD 
Board 
Member 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 29, 1954:  Tax Bill. 
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Verlin Arnold Beam 

 
Assistant Secretary to the Board, October 1954 to 1961 

May 29, 1884 to February 26, 1963 
 
October 1954:  The 
department hired 
Captain V. A. Beam in 
1954.  Formerly of the 
Louisville Fire 
Department, he worked 
on the training for the 
firefighters and took care 
of the office during the 
day when the supply of 
man power was not very 
high.  He also served as 
spokesman for the 
department with the 
news media.   
 
January 10, 1956:  Fire-
Fighting Easier Now, 
Thinks Capt. Beam.  

Despite St. Matthews growth in population, the 
St. Matthews Volunteer Fire Department doesn’t have to work nearly so hard as it used to, said 
Captain V. A. Beam. 
 
Now 71, the upright, vigorous old fireman, the only paid man on the St. Matthews Department, 
said the local firemen used to have “real workouts” a good deal of the time.  But now things are 
quieter under better control. 
 
For one thing, he said, there are a lot less fires here than there used to be, thanks to the Fire 
Prevention program of recent years.  Then, too, the local firemen have learned to solve there 
problems “the hard way.” 
 
“But training and experience” have raised the department “to the top,” he said, and now, under 
Chief John Monohan, it is rated one of the best in the state.  He reminded that the Louisville Fire 
Department’s chief told the Local Government Improvements Committee recently that the St. 
Matthews Department was “very efficient—second to none.” 
 
The Captain has been an employee of the St. Matthews Fire Department since September, 1954.  It 
seems the state retirement law caught up with him that year, and on July 1 forced him to end a 37-
year career. 
 
The St. Matthews Department hearing of this, quickly hired him.  He takes care of the office from 
8:30 to 4 every day, and if you call the Department during those hours, his is the voice you hear. 
 
Though he lives at 18th and Algonquin the Captain is no stranger to the St. Matthews area.  Quite 
the contrary.  When the local fire department years ago bought its first equipment, he came out 
from the Louisville Fire Department, and helped train the men here. 
 
In 1940 he was transferred to the education division of the State Fire Department, and every two 
or three years came out here to conduct a training school for the local firemen.  And every 
Tuesday night he stays on out here and trains the St. Matthews firemen. 
 
The Captain is from a distillery family.  He came to Louisville when he was 20 to get away from 
the distillery business.  He remembers his job as stock boy at Bacon’s where he worked with 
another country boy, Andy Morris, now president-emeritus of Bacon’s. 
 
In 1917, World War I had made the Louisville Fire Department so short-handed that the firemen 
couldn’t take time out to eat meals.  The captain was asked to help for the duration, and he agreed, 
making the rounds of five engine companies relieving the men for meals. 
 
When the first steam engine apparatus came along in 1913, replacing the horse-drawn fire 
equipment, it was discovered that Captain Beam knew something about steam engines.  The 
Department put him on it at 20th and Madison and he says he never had a moment’s trouble with 
it, although it had failed to operate on two or three other runs before it was given to him. 
 



1954 
May 29, 1884 to February 26, 1963 

 
He and three buddies learned all about the new instrument, and he was brought to headquarters 
to break in men on the pumpers as they arrived. 
 
So his service “for the duration” lasted 23 years, until in 1940 he went with the state. 
 
Though vigorous in mind and 
body, the captain at 71 is having 
trouble with his eyes.  This is a 
result of the Mengel fire at 13th 
and Dumesnil more than 20 
years ago.  He calls this fire on of 
the worst in Louisville’s history, 
second only to the Hughes 
Lumber Co. fire. 
 
While fighting the fire, his eyes 
were filled with smoke and some 
kind of acid which later blinded 
another fireman.  But luckily for 
him, his sister-in-law was a 
registered nurse, and he credits 
her treatment of his eyes when 
he got home with saving his 
sight. 
 
One other event in his long 
career stands out in the captain’s 
mind.  This was when the 
Louisville Fire Department had 
to wage a long fight in the 193_ 
State Legislature to keep the 
Department out of politics.  The 
fireman won. 
 
The captain is married and has 
three children and six 
grandchildren. 
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2008: Kentucky Firefighters Association—Hall of Fame 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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This is Capt. Beam’s Booklet from STMFD: 
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November 11, 1954:  Board meeting:   
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November 11, 1954:   
The Voice Of St. Matthews:   
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November 15, 1954, The Courier-Journal 
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November 18, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews: 
 

Many fire Hazards Seen Here, But Average Good, November 18, 1954 
 
The Kentucky State Fire Prevention Association gave St. Matthews a through going-over Tuesday 
and announced that while there were plenty of fire hazards here, the town is in “pretty good 
shape,” comparatively speaking. 
 
President Jack Redmon said St. Matthews was about 59 percent defective as against a State 
average of 80 percent.  He said his men had investigated 211 stores, schools, and churches here and 
found 126 risks.  They made a total of 231 recommendations. 
 
Fire hazards ran the garment from faulty wiring and rubbish to wrong size fuses.  Mr. Redmon 
said notices would be sent to building owners here listing the defects, and recommending 
corrective actions. 
 
Schools here were in pretty good shape according to Mr. Redmon, and secretary D. P. Vandivier.  
They inspected Greathouse, Waggener, Stivers, Chenoweth, Holy Trinity High, Holy Trinity 
Grade, and Our Lady of Lourdes. 
 
They praised the cooperation of local churches.  They inspected 10 and found only one locked. 
 
The inspection was made without cost in cooperation with the following St. Matthews 
organizations.  Volunteer Fire Department, Lions, Optimists, Rotary, and Kiwanis. 
 
Tuesday evening, a joint meeting was held at the Woman’s Club of St. Matthews.  The principal 
speaker was Harry H. Wolff from the Western Actuarial Bureau of Chicago. 
 
Twent members of the Fire Prevention Association, including Mr. Vandivier, Mr. Redmon, and 
vice president John R. Blackmarr, 
participated.  Also assisting were J. W. 
Mulliean, assistant fire marshal, and 
three deputies. 
 
November 22, 1954, Letter:                                      
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November 26, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:          
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
November 26, 1954, Letter:                                      
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December 2, 1954, The Voice of St. Matthews: 
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Courtesy Beechwood Baptist Church:  Dedicated December 4 and 5, 1955. 
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December 9, 1954:  Board 
meeting:  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
December 9, 1954, Letter:  
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December 15, 1954:  Lumber Mill Damaged by $120,000 Blaze.—Part of Brownsboro Road 
Blocked Off Awhile:  Pupils Watch Fire From Chenoweth School.  Scores of school children 
watched from their classrooms yesterday as a fast-spreading fire destroyed three buildings, 
machinery, and stock at the Variety Millwork Company, 3640 Brownsboro Road. 
The loss was estimated at $120,000. 
The blaze broke out about 2 p.m., just as classes 
were being dismissed at Chenoweth Elementary 
school.  The entrance to the new school runs 
alongside the lumber mill. 
The fire, of undetermined origin, was discovered by 
two employees who noticed smoke coming from the 
plant’s hardwood flooring mill, which was not in use 
at the time. 
Brisk Wind Fans Fire:  Firemen from the St. 
Matthews Volunteer Fire Department and from the 
Louisville Fire Department could do little except 
keep the flames from spreading to five adjoining 
buildings. 
They were helped by a brisk northerly wind, which 
fanned the fire but kept it away from the other 
buildings in the extensive lumber mill. 
Raymond F. Niemeier, owner of the company, 
estimated the loss at $80,000 in buildings and 
specialized machinery, $20,000 in lumber; and 
another $20,000 in finished block flooring. 
City and County Police blocked off Brownsboro 
Road between Mockingbird Valley Road and 
Pennington Lane until 5 p.m. to allow firemen clear 
passage for their hose lines. 
School Bus Is Delayed:  The blocking of Brownsboro 
Road delayed a school bus for 40 minutes.  The 
school was flooded with phone calls from parents of 
the 130 children-on two scheduled bus trips-who 
were held up. 
The children watched the flames from their 
classroom windows while they waited. 
 
The fire was discovered by truck driver C. B. 
Thompson, Crestwood, Ky., and Frank Collett 1331 
Quiny Street. 
“I opened the door to the flooring mill,” said 
Thompson.  “Smoke was coming out of it, and it was 
blazing.”  Thompson ran to the office to call the Fire 
Department.  Collett and three others battled the 
flames with fire extinguishers for a few minutes, but 
were forced out by the heavy smoke. 
Destroyed were the hardwood flooring mill, built 
only four years ago and containing $40,000 worth of 
specialized machinery; a storage shed containing 
finished block flooring; and a large lumber storage 
shed. 
There were no injuries.  The fire started in a drying 
tunnel in the flooring mill, where steam-heated hot 
air is blown over the blocks after they have been 
formed and sealed with an application of rubber. 
Objections Raised In 1943:  In 1943, several 
householders living in the adjacent Brownsboro 
Village told the Board of Zoning Adjustment and 
Appeals they objected to the manufacturing plant 
which they said had “mushroomed.” 
Last August 20, mill owner Niemier’s wife, Lucille, 
and three others filed a suit in Circuit Court 
appealing a decision by the Planning and Zoning 
Commission.  The commission had refused to grant 
them commercial use for a 4-acre residentially zoned area including the mill work company on the 
south side of Brownsboro Road.  The appeal is pending. 
A shopping center was planned for the tract.  A large delegation of neighbors complained at a 
commission hearing. 
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December 15, 1954:  Lumber Mill Damaged by $120,000 Blaze. 

  December 14, 1954, The Courier-Journal:  

December 15, 1954, Letter:   
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December 15, 1954, Letter:   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
STMFD 1954 Letter Head 
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December 16, 1954:  Jefferson County Public Schools, Archives:        Chenoweth Elementary 
School 
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December 16, 1954:   
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December 20, 1954, Letter:   
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



1954 
December 23, 1954, The Voice Of St. Matthews:   

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 29, 1954:  The Louisville Times:  $100,000 Fire Hits Building In St. Matthews.  An early 
morning fire swept through a St. Matthews store and office building today, causing damage 
estimated at possibly $125,000. 
 
The State fire marshal is investigating its cause.  The Consolidated Sales Company, a retail 
merchandising firm which leases much of the space in the buildings at Chenoweth Lane and 
Frankfort Avenue, suffered losses amounting to an estimated $100,000. 
 
The St. Matthews Trim Shop, an automobile upholstery firm in the rear of the building, suffered a 
loss of about $12,000 to $15,000. 
The owners of the building were as yet unable to estimate the damage to the structure, which was 
gutted by flames. 
 
The fire was discovered at 2:35 a.m. by Tom Hodges, a part-time driver for the Belmont Cab 
Company.  Hodges threw the St. Matthews Fire Department siren switch which is in the cab 
company office in a building near the scene of the fire. 
 
Alarms on Burning Building:  The department’s two sirens atop the Consolidated building 
sounded the alarm.  They later fell to the ground when part of the roof of the building collapsed. 
 
The three trucks of the St. Matthews department answered the alarm and were later joined by two 
trucks from the Louisville Fire Department.  In all, approximately 3,500 feet of hose was laid. 
 
Almost all of St. Matthews 42 volunteers answered the call.  They had held their weekly meeting 
last night, working until late evening cleaning their equipment.  (NOTE:  The old log book shows 
that Engines 1, 2, & 3 made the Consolidated fire.  Apparently the Quad wasn’t in service yet.) 
 
Chief John Monohan, of the St. Matthews, volunteers said that the fire appeared to have broken 
out simultaneously in two separate parts of the building.  When the volunteers arrived, he said 
flames were coming from the front display window and from the second story rear of the building. 
 
Both parts of the building are leased by Consolidated Sales. 
 
Traffic Is Rerouted:  Early morning traffic was rerouted off Frankfort Avenue and Chenoweth 
Lane which were blocked by hoses. 
 
Captain Andrew Harrington of the Louisville Fire Department said that the rain kept the smoke 
close to the ground.  He said that he had to drive through “a solid cloud of smoke for two blocks” 
to get to the fire. 
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December 29, 1954:  The Louisville Times:  $100,000 Fire Hits Building In St. Matthews.   
 
The two-story brick structure is divided into three sections, which suffered varying damage. 
 
The section fronting on Chenoweth Lane, leased on the ground floor by the St. Matthews Trim 
Shop and used on the second floor as a store room for Consolidated Sales, was a total loss, 
according to Chief Monohan. 
 
The retail merchandise on the ground floor of the area fronting on Frankfort Avenue was also a 
total loss, Monohan said. 
 
The other areas of the building were relatively undamaged, Monohan said.  Clothing on the 
ground floor of the third section and the five offices on the second floor were damaged only by 
smoke and water, he said. 
 
Sales Firm Insured:  The president of Consolidated Sales, Martin Lewis, 596 Garden Drive, 
estimated the damage and said that it was covered by insurance.  H. S. Mattingly, owner of the St. 
Matthews Trim shop, said that his losses were not fully covered by insurance. 
 
The five offices in the building are the Cross Roads Beauty Shoppe, Sanitation District No. 1 (the 
St. Matthews sewer board), Yoakum & Mann, dental laboratory, Barry R. Grimes, insurance 
agency, and one that is unoccupied. 
 
The building is owned by Louis J. Herrmann and Turner A. Summers, Sr. 
 
In 1943 the building was the scene of a $75,000 fire which destroyed 27 automobiles.  The building 
was at that time occupied by the St. Matthews Motor Company, owned by Hermann and 
Summers. 
 
NOTE:  In less than 24 hours the department had another siren installed and our alarm system 
was functional again 
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December 29, 1954:  The department needed a new siren quick and got it. 

 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

December 30, 1954, The Courier-Journal:    
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December 29, 1954:  The department needed a new siren quick and got it. 
 

 
 
Various photos of this type siren.  None of these photos are of STMFD’s siren. 
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December 30, 1954, The Courier-Journal:  
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 Statistics From March 11, 1954 To End OF 1954 
 
Total number of fire runs:  75 
Total working fires:   11 
Total hours of fire fighting:  45 
Total 1 1/2" hose used:  2,000 feet 
Total 2 1/2" hose used:  12,000 feet 
Back up City of Louisville:   
Number of A. M. runs:  23 
Number of P. M. runs:  52 
Number of runs made by fire apparatus:   Types of fire runs: 
Engine 1:  57     House   21 
Engine 2:  31     Commercial  9 
Engine 3::  44     Automobile  8 
        Field & trash  30 
        Miscellaneous 2 
        Malicious false 5 
Working fires: 
 
3/11/1954        8:30 p.m. Garage and Trucks on Lowe Road.  Singler property on Lowe Road, 
mutual aid      with Jeffersontown 
4/16/1954 7:50 p.m. House, 36 Sheridan Road, basement 
6/13/1954 3:05 p.m. House, 102 Staebler Avenue, 2nd floor 
9/10/1954 2:55 p.m. House, 3819 Washington Avenue 
9/15/1954      10:00 p.m. House, on, corner of Murphy Lane & Brownsboro Road, empty, with  
     Worthington 
9/18/1954 9:40 p.m. House, 205 Exchange, roof hit by lightning 
9/18/1954 10:10 p.m. House, 3913 Hillsboro Road, roof hit by lightning  
12/15/1954      2:05 a.m. Neimier Planing Mill, 3640 Brownsboro Road, Louisville helped, 11 
hours out        (Fire actually in Louisville City limits.) 
12/15/1954 8:45 p.m. House, 4116 Frankfort Avenue, fire in attic 
12/29/1954      2:30 a.m. Consolidated Sales Company, Total loss with Trim Shop, also lost our                                
    siren.  Address, 3827 Frankfort Avenue 
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Courtesy Rick Albers 
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STMFD Fire Run book, top and bottom are one section 
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STMFD Fire charts made by Al Ring  Total 75      11 working 
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Board Of Directors 
 
Fred C. Boss  
Marty A. Kamer 
George E. Miller 
John M. Monohan Jr. 
Louis H. Schweitzer 
James “JP” Terry 
William Leland Wilson 
Joseph B. “Joe” Zehnder 
 
 
 
 

Officers 
 
Chief John M. Monohan Jr. 
Assistant Chief Richard C. Herdt 
Captain Marty A. Kamer 
Captain James “JP” Terry 
Captain George R. Westwood 
Lieutenant John V. Kaster 
Lieutenant R. M. “Dick” Wheeler, Jr. 
Lieutenant Melchior R. “Melch” Zehnder 

Firefighters 
C. Fred Baringer 
William T. Beeson 
John A. Beierle, end 
Pete Blackwell 
John J. Carr 
Raymond Crabtree 
Paul L. Dawson 
Jim Engles 
Denny Engnehl 
William Eskridge 
Franklin R. Florence 
Walter N. Fletcher, Jr. 
Ed Foley 
“PJ” Grimes, Jr. 
Al Haeberlin 
George Haeberlin 
G. William Haffler 
W. Rich Herdt 
Gene R. Herrick 
Rudy E. Kaster 
Benjamin F. Kuchenbrod, 
Jr. 
Henry L. McCoy 
William E. “Bill” Medina 
Welles P. Meyer 
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W. “Tommy” Miller 
John M. “Jack” Monohan, III 
Phillip R. Resch 
Frank R. “Randy” Robertson 
John B. “Bailey” Ross 
Paul B. Sauer 
Philip “Leakey” Schneider 
Melvin Shrode 
W. L. “Billy” Smith, Jr. 
Dan J. Sullivan 
Edward P. Sullivan 
John K. Kint Tully 
Robert P. Wathen 
James L. “Jimmy” Webb 
Walter L. Wernert 
John F. Westerman 
James A. Weixler 
Robert W. White 
W. W. “Bill” “Pop” Wriver 


